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Practice Areas: Commercial Litigation; Insurance; Intellectual Property; Litigation — Appellate;
Mediation; TCPA Practice Group
Bar Admissions: Member, The Florida Bar; Dade and Palm Beach County Bar Associations; American
Bar Association; Admitted to Practice before the U.S. Supreme Court; 11th, 5th, 3rd and 2nd U.S. Circuit
Courts of Appeal; US District Courts for the MD and SD of Florida
Education: Columbia Law School, J.D., 1974; University of North Carolina (Chapel Hill), B.A. History &
Political Science, 1968
Experience: Mershon, Sawyer, Johnston , Dunwody & Cole; Shutts & Bowen; Verner, Liipfert, Bernard,
McPherson & Hand; Stroock & Stroock & Lavan

Mr. Wright has been engaged in high-stakes business litigation since 1974 in both Florida and federal trial
and appellate courts. He has defended numerous business entities, including Fortune 500 companies, in
putative class actions and multi-district litigation alleging employment discrimination, securities fraud, or
consumer protection law violations. Mr. Wright also has extensive experience with administrative
proceedings before state and federal agencies, including particularly Florida’s Attorney General
and Office of Insurance Regulation.

Representative Transactions

Mr. Wright is currently defending a global motor vehicle rental company in an alleged consumer class
action pending in Florida federal court attacking the company’s self-insurance business practices. The
class representative’s claims include several alleged violations of the Florida Insurance Code, Florida’s
Deceptive and Unfair Trade Practices Act, the Florida Civil RICO statute, and breach of contract.

He also represents a publicly traded property and casualty insurer in a second putative consumer class
action pending in federal court in Florida which challenges certain fees and sales taxes charged on
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insurance products sold by car rental companies at airport counters throughout Florida. The class
representative has asserted claims for unjust enrichment, breach of contract, disgorgement and
restitution, and violation of Florida’s Unfair and Deceptive Trade Practices Act.

Mr. Wright recently settled a federal court action on behalf of a Fortune 500 corporation and a global
insurance company, thwarting the plaintiffs’ efforts to transform uninsured/underinsured motorist claims
into a class action for violations of the Florida Insurance Code.

Mr. Wright acted as lead trial counsel for the successful bidder in a $3.7 billion hostile tender offer battle
over a Florida insurance corporation that culminated in a contested hearing before six members of the
Florida Office of Insurance Regulation in a hotel ballroom in Miami in front of an audience of 200
attorneys and financial and insurance executives.

With respect to agency matters, Mr. Wright has represented a number of large out of state corporations
being investigated by the Florida Attorney General’s office. He has also represented Florida regulators in
connection with suits arising out of the failure of insurance companies, and has represented insurance
companies seeking to obtain or renew their certificates to do business in Florida.

In the sports law context, Mr. Wright represented The Big East, Pitt, UWVa, Rutgers and UConn in the
litigation filed by the University of Miami relating to its switch to the ACC. He has represented a number of
individual athletes, including a reigning heavyweight champion, in various matters including a case
involving the disappearance of three world championship belts. Additionally, he recently acted as local
counsel for a foreign entity that brought suit in Florida state court against the South American Football
Confederation (CONMEBOL) for breach of a licensing agreement regarding Copa America, their
championship tournament held every four years.
Mr. Wright has also defended California and foreign wine makers and vintners’ organizations in suits in
both state and federal court arising out of the direct shipping of wine and alcoholic beverages into Florida.
He co-authored an article entitled “Free Commerce In Wine: Trapped In A Legal Web.”

Pro Bono Matters

Mr. Wright joined with two professors from the George Washington School of Law to represent five male
and female migrant farm workers from Central America who had been serially abused by their crew
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leader while working in the fields and packinghouses of Central Florida. On February 10, 2017,
the federal judge trying the case awarded the migrant farm workers a judgment totaling $3.5 million.

Awards

Mr. Wright is regularly listed in Florida Super Lawyers and Best Lawyers In America for his work in
commercial litigation. Martindale Hubbell has awarded him its highest possible peer rating: AV
Preeminent.

Personal
•

U.S. Army Officer, 1968 to 1971

•

Member, Society of Vertebrate Paleontologists

•

Golf, Rugby, and African Cichlids
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